Massabesic Garden Club
Board of Meeting
Jess Traynor’s House in Auburn, NH
January 13, 2026
7 PM
Approved Minutes

Board Members Present: Jess Traynor, Tracey Noonan, Sharon O’Leary-Graves, Jill Jennings, Caitlyn Folia
Others Present: Lynn Howard, Meena Gyawali from NH Charitable Foundation
I.  Call to Order

Mrs. Traynor called the meeting to order at 7:13pm.

II. Public Comments

Mrs. Traynor welcomed Meena from the NH Charitable Foundation to our meeting.

III. New Business
A. Mrs. Traynor began new business with Meena from the NH Charitable Foundation. She helps run the grant process for environmental education for communities. Meena reviewed the application process along with what grant money can and cannot be used for. The board expressed interest in working with Meena to secure grants for our monthly speakers as well as future projects that club may decide to pursue. 
A future project would potentially be the “Dino Garden” that the MGC would work with the Friends of the Library to complete. Potentially a grant for materials, labor from the MGC, and the Friends to pay for the water source installation (something that a grant from NHCF would not be able to cover). Mrs. Traynor will reach out to the Friends about water spigot installation, Mrs. Folia will reach out to the Town Administrator about the getting the ok to have a water spigot installed once a landscaping company has been found to do the job (and the Friends have agreed to pay for it). Once preliminary steps have been taken to confirm water will be available, then we can reach out for more grant information and to the MGC members for participation interest.
B. Mrs. Traynor is looking forward to spring Pansy Bowl sales. Last year we ordered and sold 25 bowls from FrizzHome nursery in Bedford. This year the board discussed ordering 30 bowls. 
Mrs. Jennings motioned to authorize the purchase of 30 pansy bowls from FrizzHome.  Mrs. Noonan seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.

Mrs. Folia will contact Jeff from Frizzhome to place the order.

C. Mrs. Traynor reminded the board of the Annual Plant Sale that is done in conjunction with the Friends of the Library. It will take place in May. They are starting to have meetings about what to purchase and from which growers. She will keep the board informed at the next board meeting of the progress.
D. Mrs. Traynor brought it to our attention that we have all the speakers booked for the remainder of the 2025/2026 Season. We have no speaker in May because we are opting for a field trip to Bedrock Gardens in early June. Mrs. Traynor mentioned that it might be fun if a member wished to open their garden to the club, we could have an informal “garden party” for the May meeting. She will inquire with a few members whom she thinks might be open to the idea and report back.
E. Moving forward, Mrs. Traynor would like to establish board meetings monthly on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 6pm at the Griffin Free Library (unless it is otherwise occupied, then a different location would be used).
Mrs. O’Leary-Graves motioned to authorize the the 1st Tuesdays of the month to be board meeting evenings.  Mrs. Folia seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.

V. Old Business
A. Mrs. Traynor will purchase the insurance intended to cover the board. Approval has already been given, she is updating the board on the slow progress.

B. All documents for the 501(c)(3) have been filed. The next deadline is tax filing, then the Annual Report.
 
VI. Committee Reports

Mrs. O’Leary-Graves and Mrs. Traynor reported that there is $2,054.50 in the bank account currently.

VII. Minutes
         	
Date: October 21, 2025

Mrs. Noonan motioned to approve the 10/21/2025 public meeting minutes.  Mrs. O’Leary-Graves seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, the motion passed unanimously.

VIII. Adjournment
Mrs. O’Leary-Graves motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:15pm.  Mrs. Noonan seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Caitlyn M. Folia, Board Secretary
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