Massabesic Garden Club
Board of Meeting
Griffin Free Public Library
March 17, 2026
6 PM
Approved Minutes

Board Members Present: Jessica Traynor, Sharon O’Leary-Graves, Lynn Howard, Caitlyn Folia

I.  Call to Order

Mrs. Traynor called the meeting to order at 6:07pm.

II. New Business
A. Mrs. Traynor suggested the club participate in the next Auburn Duck Day on September 12, 2026. It is the 250th anniversary of the country and should be a fun day. Since mums seem to be less of a money maker, it was suggested we sell succulents in teacups and pots like we did a few years ago. Mrs. Traynor will look for teacups while yard sailing this summer and Mrs. Folia offered to purchase the succulents and plant them ahead of the day. Mrs. Traynor will complete the paperwork to secure a spot and Mrs. Jennings offered to create a club brochure to have at the event.
B. Mrs. Traynor began discussions on the 2026/2027 Speaker schedule. The talk revolved around the dates and speaker options, with board members volunteering different ideas. A rough list has been made, with each board member taking responsibility for securing the following:
September 16th: Ray Ellis of the Tattered Rabbit- Ms. O’Leary-Graves
October 14th: Dunks Mushrooms or another mushroom grower- Mrs. Traynor
November 11th: The Garden Tourist (previous Exeter GC talk)- Mrs. Folia
December 9th: Holiday Party
January 13th: 603 Tea or another tea maker- Mrs. Traynor
February 10th: Sammy Monihon of the Nerdy Turnip- Ms. O’Leary-Graves
March 10th: Black Forest Nursey Garden Design Master Class: Mrs. Folia
April 14th: Violets- Ms. O’Leary-Graves
May: Field Trip to Pickety Place- Mrs. Jennings
The board will update each other through Slack as speakers are confirmed, knowing we may need to swap speaker months depending on availability.
III. Old Business
A. Mrs. Traynor took a moment to review the upcoming plant sale. Mrs. Folia will make sign-up sheets for volunteers for digging up plants, hours at the plant sale, to donate plants, to baby-sit plants, and to bring tables/tents/and garden stuff to donate. Sammy from the Nerdy Turnip will supply many of the vegetable seedlings for the sale (and discounted her tomato starts to $3!) and hopefully will be at the sale to talk to gardeners. Mrs. Jennings is working on painting 4 bee watering stations that will be sold at the plant sale. Mrs. Traynor will reach out to a honey vendor and a maple vendor to round-out the day. The Friends have donated a fabulous flamingo birdhouse for a raffle. Discussion was around what MGC could add to the raffle basket.

Mrs. Folia motioned to authorize the purchase of a $25 Gift Card from FrizzHome Gardens to add to the raffle basket. Ms. O’Leary-Graves seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.


B. Mrs. Traynor revisited the fact that we do not have a speaker for May 2026. We have the field trip in June to Bedrock Gardens, but with everyone’s approval, we can still have a meeting in May if we can find a speaker. Mrs. Traynor will reach out to Suzie Spikol from the Harris Center for Conservation who does a talk on foraging. If available for May 13th, we can email Cindy Berling to secure the Auburn Historical Association Museum for the meeting.
 
C. Mrs. Noonan was able to get a great donation of flower seeds, though no vegetable seeds were in the batch. Mrs. O’Leary-Graves and Mrs. Folia volunteered to clean-up the library seed catalogue and get the new seeds into rotation. They will meet on Tuesday, March 31st at the library.

D. Mrs. Folia brought the Operating Budget to the Board for approval. With the final missing pieces added (PO Box annual cost, Membership dues), the budget is complete and Mrs. Folia will continue to work on the grant portal through NHCF. Discussion turned to updating the Clubs By Laws. There are pieces missing, like term limits and when elections happen. 
 
Mrs. Folia motioned to authorize the Board to hold elections at our May Member Meeting. Mrs. Jennings seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.


IV. Minutes
         	
Date: February 3, 2026

Ms. O’Leary-Graves motioned to approve the 2/3/26 public meeting minutes.  Mrs. Jennings seconded the motion.  A vote was taken the motion passed unanimously.

V. Adjournment
Ms. O’Leary-Graves motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:36pm.  Mrs. Jennings seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,


Caitlyn M. Folia, Board Secretary
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