Massabesic Garden Club
Board Meeting
Lynn Howard’s House in Auburn, NH
October 6, 2026
7:00 PM
Draft Minutes

Board Members Present: Jess Traynor, Sharon O’Leary-Graves, Jill Jennings, Jess Wallin, Lynn Howard, Caitlyn Folia

I.  Call to Order

Mrs. Traynor called the meeting to order at 6:58 pm.

II. New Business
A. Mrs. Traynor mentioned that we have had several Board Meetings at board members’ homes and Mrs. Folia expressed concern over, as a non-profit holding public meetings, that these potentially should not be done in our homes. Discussion was had regarding the fact that no one has attended these meetings outside the board members. Mrs. Folia offered to review if there are any specific rules around 501(c)(3) organizations needing to have board meetings in a public space and will report back at the next board meeting.
B. Mrs. Traynor would like to seriously consider MGC taking over the holiday craft fair that had been previously run by the PTA. It is the 1st Saturday in December, and it ran at the same time as the Santa Breakfast put on by the Friends of the Library. The craft fair was discontinued, and the PTA does not have intentions of reviving it. Mrs. Wallin offered to reach out the PTA to see why they stopped (too much work? Hard to get vendors? Not enough public interest?) and to confirm that we will not step on toes if we consider starting the craft fair again. The rest of the board agreed to start collecting business cards from vendors and collect vendor interest as we personally go to craft fairs over the next few months. Our goal would be to hold the fair December 5th, 2027.
C. Speakers for the 2027/2028 year: Mrs. Traynor has asked board members to start thinking of speakers for our next season. We did a fantastic job of getting our schedule settled before the start of this season, and we would like to do that again for next year (especially if we are going to do the craft fair). Mrs. Traynor already has the makers of Backyard Garlic as a potential speaker. Mrs. Jennings expressed interest in finding someone to do a cooking with herbs demonstration. Mrs. Traynor also mentioned the possibility of joining the NH Federation of Garden Clubs as a possibility of gaining access to ready-to-go speakers- she will look into the cost.
III. Old Business
A. Dunk’s Mushroom tour is our next member meeting on October 14th. Mrs. Folia will specifically ask for RSVP’s in the reminder email to members, and update Mrs. Traynor on the headcount for the event. Mrs. Traynor is planning on bringing stuffed mushrooms for member snacks, and Mrs. Folia offered to bring meringue mushrooms as well.

B. Mrs. Folia offered to hold all speaker receipts so that we have all of them together when we need to report back to the NHCF at the end of the season as part of the grant process.

C. Ms. O’Leary-Graves reported the Duck Race sales of teacup succulents were $122- not a money maker, but it made the MGC booth lovely. Mrs. Traynor would like the board to think of suggestions for next year’s booth to be discussed at the next board meeting.

D. Mrs. Wallin reviewed her findings of Calendar costs. She estimates that a year-calendar printing cost would be around $9 each. Photos created this year into next could go into a 2028 calendar that we could potentially sell at the next Duck Race. Ideas were floated about what type of calendar the club should create: flowers? silly/risqué? Hugh Jackman? Mrs. Wallin and Ms. O-Leary-Graves decided to talk over the next few weeks to gather ideas as well as ask around to find a potential photographer.
 
IV. Committee Reports

Ms. O’Leary-Graves reported that there is $5,259.96 in the bank account currently. This includes our first meeting of the year where we started collecting annual dues and proceeds from the Duck Race succulent sales of $122. A check for $96 will be deposited, which is the club’s share of Duck Race Ticket Sales.

Ms. O’Leary-Graves also reported as Correspondence Secretary that she sent a Thank You note to the Millers for their huge gladiola donation.

V. Minutes

Date: August 18, 2026

Ms. O’Leary-Graves motioned to approve the 8/18/26 public meeting minutes.  Mrs. Wallin seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, the motion passed unanimously.

VI. Adjournment
Mrs. Jennings motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:46pm.  Ms. O’Leary-Graves seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted,

Caitlyn M. Folia, Board Secretary
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