Massabesic Garden Club
Board of Meeting
Griffin Free Public Library
February 3, 2026
6 PM
Approved Minutes

Board Members Present: Jessica Traynor, Sharon O’Leary-Graves, Tracey Noonan, Jill Jennings, Lynn Howard, Caitlyn Folia
Others Present: N/A
I.  Call to Order

Mrs. Traynor called the meeting to order at 6:05pm.

II. Public Comments

N/A

III. Old Business
A. Mrs. Traynor stated the insurance is still in process, she hopes to complete that this month.
B. Mrs. Traynor opened discussion regarding the grants discussed at the last board meeting offered through Meena with the NHCF. Discussion revolved around using money for speakers, and questions were raised if we could use the grant money for operating costs such as the PO Box, insurance, and website fees? Could money be used for field trips? Also, what happens if we don’t use all the requested money- are there deadlines to spend it? Mrs. Traynor said she would work with Meena from NHCF to set-up the portal, and Mrs. Folia and Mrs. Jennings would be willing to work through the questions and application process for whatever dollars we are qualified to apply for. 

Mrs. Noonan motioned to authorize moving forward with grant application.  Mrs. O’Leary-Graves seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.

C. Mrs. Traynor took time to review the upcoming meetings for the remaining 2025-2026 season. We have meetings February, March, April, and a field trip to Bedrock Gardens in June.

D. Mrs. Folia reports that pansy bowls have been ordered from FrizzHome. Cost is $11 per bowl, and 30 have been ordered. Jeff from FrizzHome suggested pick up the first week of April, but as we get closer, Mrs. Folia will reach out to see if we can pick up closer to our member meeting, which will be April 8th.
 
V. New Business
A. Mrs. Traynor opened discussion on the joint plant sale with the Friends of the Library that happens in May. We need to schedule a joint meeting so we can start talking about what to order, and from which nurseries, and well as budgets. Mrs. Traynor will reach out to the Friends and let our group know a few dates within the next week for a meeting. Mrs. Howard suggested adding a Silent Auction as a great way to add to the fundraising effort. Mrs. Traynor made note to bring the idea to the joint meeting.

B. Taxes are now able to be filed. Mrs. Traynor received a reminder that the same “digital postcard” that she completed last year is now available. She and Mrs. O’Leary-Graves will complete the filing together, as well as finish getting Mrs. O’Leary-Graves online access to the bank account.
 
C. Mrs. Traynor brought up the Griffin Free Library’s seed catalogue and mentioned that it needs both to be cleaned out (older seed may no longer be viable) and replacement seeds, especially for vegetable gardens, need to be added. Mrs. Noonan volunteered to reach out to Burpbee and Ocean State Job lot on behalf of the club to see if free seed donations could be made to the club, then the club would donate to the library. We will review her progress at the next board meeting, and if there is no forward progress, the club can consider purchasing seeds for the library at that time.

D. The schedule for the 2026/2027 season was discussed. The following dates will be for member meetings: 9/9/26, 10/14/26, 11/4/26 (a week early due to Veteran’s Day), 12/9/26, 1/13/27, 2/10/27, 3/10/27, 4/14/27, and 5/12/27.

Mrs. Traynor suggested all board members research 3 ideas for meeting topics and be ready to review at next month’s board meeting.

VI. Committee Reports

Mrs. Traynor reported that there is $2029 in the bank account.

VII. Minutes
         	
Date: January 13, 2026

Mrs. Noonan motioned to approve the January 13, 2026 public meeting minutes.  Mrs. O’Leary-Graves seconded the motion.  A vote was taken the motion passed unanimously.

VIII. Adjournment
Mrs. Folia motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:47pm.  Mrs. O’Leary-Graves seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Caitlyn M. Folia
Board Secretary
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