Massabesic Garden Club
Board Meeting
Sharon O’Leary-Graves’ House in Epping, NH
August 18, 2026
7:30 PM
Draft Minutes

Board Members Present: Jess Traynor, Sharon O’Leary-Graves, Jill Jennings, Jess Wallin, Caitlyn Folia

I.  Call to Order

Mrs. Traynor called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm.

II. Old Business
A. Duck Race is on September 12th. Teapots and cups have been collected and Mrs. Traynor contacted Jeff from Frizz Home about min kolanchoes to plant in the cups. At a cost of $7.75 per plant and the time crunch, Mrs. Folia has opted to go with mail-order succulents that are more cost effective. Between the donated cups from the Board and Mrs. Folia donating plants and soil, the cost to the club for the display/fundraiser will be $0.

For the day of: Mrs. Folia will bring a pop-up tent, folding tables, and camp chairs. Mrs. Traynor will bring tablecloths. Mrs. Jennings will complete and print our one-page cards about the club with a listing of the 26/27 speaker season. Ms. O’Leary-Graves will bring a cash box and cash, so we will be able to accept cash, check, or Venmo.

B. September’s meeting will be the 3rd Wednesday, rather than the typical 2nd. This is due to the Duck Race being the Saturday prior to the 2nd Wednesday and the Historical Museum is very much in disarray after the event. Mrs. Folia will look at either the Town Hall or Severance School Community Center for the meeting space since we know the 3rd Wednesday is booked at the Historical Museum. Mrs. Traynor offered to post a sign on the Historical Association’s door on the night of our meeting directing any wayward members to the correct location.

C. Mrs. Folia to email Brenda Beer and Cindy Berling the list of dates we would like to use the Historical Museum for our 26/27 meetings. Mrs. Folia will also update Dan and Cathy from the Library that the joint meeting in April has been called off due to the speaker not getting back to me.

September 16th: Dan from Hip Peas at Town Hall or Severance Community Center
October 14th: Field Trip to Dunks Mushrooms 
November 11th: Seed Saving with Stephanie Hansen and Jill at Auburn Historical
December 9th: Holiday Party at Auburn Historical
January 13th: Sammy Monohon of the Nerdy Turnip at Auburn Historical 
February 10th: 603 Tea at Auburn Historical
March 10th: Black Forest Nursey Garden Design Master Class at Auburn Historical
April 14th: Annual Meeting then J’s Honest Garden Carnivorous plants at Auburn Historical
May 22nd: Field Trip to Pickity Place
D. September is our first meeting of the year, the email invitation will include a reminder that we will be issuing new member cards and collecting dues. We have been keeping the same Membership numbers as members renew their membership each year. A discussion was had around starting the number sequence over this season to give us a better idea of current membership. All were in agreement and as new cards are issued, we will issue new sequential numbers and confirm address, phone, and email information.

III. New Business
A. Mrs. Wallin suggested a calendar fundraiser where membership could email photos of plants and flowers, and she would pull together a calendar to have at next year’s Duck Race. Mrs. Walling will look into costs and report back at the next board meeting.

B. Mrs. Jennings was alerted by Stephanie Hanson that Whole Foods in Bedford was going to off-load bagged soil by throwing it away. Mrs. Jennings took the soil on behalf of MGC and will store it in her shed until the club needs it for future projects. Mrs. O’Leary-Graves will send a thank you card for the round-about donation.

C. Due to the general election on November 3rd, discussion was had about moving the Board Meeting date to the following Tuesday, November 10th. All were in favor, Mrs. Folia will update the website to reflect the correct date.

IV. Committee Reports

Mrs. O’Leary-Graves reported that there is $5,104.96 in the bank account currently.

V. Minutes
         	
Date: May 5, 2026 and June 6, 2026

Ms. O’Leary-Graves motioned to approve the 5/5/26 and 6/6/26 public meeting minutes.  Mrs. Jennings seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, the motion passed unanimously.

VI. Adjournment
Mrs. Folia motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:21pm.  Ms. O’Leary-Graves seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Caitlyn M. Folia, Board Secretary
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